
NOTE: Monday, October 16th is a non-school day for students.  School will re-open on Tuesday, 
October 17th.  

 

“Fill your life with experiences, not things.  Have stories to tell, not things to show” 

 

Dear CMS Families, 

I hope that you’ve enjoyed the week off and that you have taken time to reconnect with family and 
loved ones!  We ended school with another fantastic and fast paced week.  To recap the year so far, 
we’ve gone through all the Back to School fun, hosted the BAC for 6th graders, Challenge Day for 
7th graders, and Ohana Day for our 8th graders.  We’ve completed the Serve-A-Thon, raising just 
over $92,000 this year, and have hosted a number of amazing prize experiences including a 
delicious taco lunch, a trip to see SF Giants great Matt Cain pitch in his final game, and, just to top it 
all off, hosted a bowling party at Monterey Lanes where 170 students enjoyed pizza and bowling in 
two different shifts.  In addition, we sent 40 kids up to Lava Beds where they filled the week with 
studies in geology, science, history, and spent hours exploring a remarkable system of lava tubes. 
For those who attended the Lava Beds trip, this experience will likely rank as a lifetime favorite. 
There are a number of other activities I didn’t list here, simply because I could easily fill a full page, 
but what I’m attempting to get at involves the quote above.  “Fill your life with experiences….have 
stories to tell…”  

I hope CMS is helping your student create memories through experiences and I hope that your 
student is getting involved in some of the wonderful things going on at our school.  In addition, as 
Fall Break comes to a close, I hope you, as families, have had an opportunity to enjoy some much 
needed down time.  Whether you find fulfillment in outdoor adventures, relaxing time on Carmel 
Beach, or simply love to spend some quiet moments at home catching up on life, I hope this break 
has provided you with the time to create some memorable experiences.  

 

Picture Day Make-ups TUESDAY:  If you missed picture day, or you just want a “Take 2” opportunity, 
Picture Day Make-ups are taking place on Tuesday.  Pictures will be taken in our PE classroom. 
This is your last chance to get you school picture taken for the 2017-18 school year.  Here’s the info 
you need: mylifetouch.com  Picture Day ID:  BY217234Q1 

 

End of the First Trimester Coming Soon!  Our first trimester comes to an end on Friday, November 
3rd.  That means we have only 3 school weeks remaining before trimester grades are submitted and 
official.  Please encourage your student to maintain a strong academic focus over the next three 
weeks.  In addition, I would encourage you to regularly monitor Aeries gradebook WITH your student 
over the next few weeks. While Aeries should be regularly monitored throughout each trimester, the 
final 4 weeks of each trimester are particularly important.    Engaging with your student in this 
manner is an important step in helping them develop the academic responsibility necessary for long 
term success and will eventually translate to established positive habits and further academic 
independence.  

 

 

Mark the Halloween Dance on Your Calendar!  The Halloween Dance is Friday, October 27 from 
6:00 - 8:00 pm in the CMS gym. ONLY CMS students may attend.  Entry cost is $10.  This is the only 
dance that has an entry fee and all proceeds benefit the CMS Music program. This is a great 

http://mylifetouch.com/


opportunity to dress up in a school appropriate costume (but not required) and have a really fun 
evening. This dance has it all: drinks and desert type snacks ($1), pizza slices ($2), photo booth ($2), 
and a number of fun free games and activities including face painting and fortune telling. In addition, 
prizes are awarded for different costume categories. A sign-up Genius for parent volunteers and food 
items will be emailed out soon.  

 

AIM for Youth Mental Health:  AIM for Mental Health is promoting an awareness ad campaign to all 
Monterey County high schools and middle schools and will be announcing the winners of the 
campaign at their Annual Rally at Lover’s Park in Pacific Grove on Sunday, October 22, between 1-3 
pm. It’s a wonderful opportunity for our kids to learn more about and participate in a movement for 
the benefit of their peers and others. Make plans to come out and support AIM while participating in 
some community building fun.  

 

Students and Screen Time: Recently Tularcitos Principal, Ryan Peterson, sent an article to his 
parent community during their No Screens Week.  I thought I would pass it along as I found it 
extremely interesting and informative.  This is a great read from both the parent and educator 
perspective and is especially applicable given our districts goal of happy and healthy children.  

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/09/has-the-smartphone-destroyed-a-generation/
534198/ 

 

That’s all for now.  We’ll see you on Tuesday! 

 

Important Upcoming Dates: 

OCTOBER 

 

16.  No School  - Staff Development Day 

17.  Picture Retake Day - CMS GYM  12:00 - 2:45 

      mylifetouch.com  Picture Day ID:  BY217234Q1 

19.  CMS Fall Concert - Choir,  CHS Performing Arts Center 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

25.  Rosicrucian Museum - Grade 6 , All Day 

27.  Rosicrucian Museum - Grade 6 , All Day 

27.  Halloween Dance - CMS GYM, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

2.  Midsummer Nights Dream, Habitat Amphitheater 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

3.  Chinatown Trip (Chinese 1) San Francisco - All Day 

3.  End of Trimester 1 - Cycle & Wheel Change 

4.  Midsummer Nights Dream, Habitat Amphitheater 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

8.  Walk/Ride to School Day 

10.  Veteran’s Day - School Closed 
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22 - 24. Thanksgiving Break - School Closed 

 

DECEMBER 

 

1.  Carmel Tree Lighting Ceremony 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Carmel By The Sea 

7.  BAC Social - Grade 6 11:50 - 12:35 p.m. 

11 - 22.  Canned Food Drive 

19 - 21.  World Language Finals - Spanish 

22.  Cycle Change - Trimester 2 Progress Reports 

25.  - Jan. 5.  Winter Break - School Closed 

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Carmel Middle School. If you wish to stop 
receiving email updates sent through the Blackboard service, please unsubscribe. 
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